OCTOBER 2020 


ALBERTA ELKS 


NEWS 


We need your help!! 
If you DO NOT wish to receive correspondence 
from the Alberta Elks Association, please let us 
Know by sending an email to the address at the 
bottom of the page. 

If you Nave flagged our emails as spam, Google 
“olacklists” us and shuts down the Association’s 
email account. 

Newsletter Submissions 


Due by the 25th of Each 
Month! 


Does your lodge have something they would like featured in 
the newsletter? Pictures from an event? Cheque 
Presentations? Coming events? We would be happy to 


pega share submissions for the monthly newsletter will be 
O F accepted no later than the 25th of each month. Any articles 
received after the 25th will be put in the newsletter the 
C N D : following month. 
Please keep in mind this is YOUR NEWSLETTER, so any lodge 


can submit articles and pictures. Submissions are to be sent 
EST. 1912 to elks.secretary@abelks.org 
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Ed Rhee AR AE Shelters nla 
PROVINCIAL PRESIDENT 


BARBARA EVANS 


Dear Brothers and Sisters: 


Loyal and faithful Elks throughout Canada are naturally proud of 
the work the Order has done since being established in 1912, and 
we are concerned about our future, most particularly the fallout 
of COVID19 in both the short and long term. During this difficult 
year where gatherings are limited or prohibited, we are finding 
these challenges overwhelming. Some lodges have found ways 
to hold meetings using technology, some lodges are small 
enough that they can meet in person, or are meeting with a few 
members at a time with proper COVID precautions in place. We 
applaud you for doing what you can in these trying and 
demoralizing times. We also recognize the challenges extend far 
§ beyond our ability to socialize, but are having severe impacts on 
our ability to hold events, fund-raise or work to help in our 
communities. 


The Alberta Elks Association sees this as a period of time for us to reach out and identify the 
status and needs of each Lodge so we can better serve. We know Members desire to be 
associated with an organization whose affairs are managed capably, whose meetings are bright 
and cheerful, whose officers are outstanding in their ability to run meetings and events and 
whose Lodge activities make them feel proud and worthwhile. To be useful to our Lodges, we 


mM 


ust have guidance from our membership...to ask some searching questions and welcome 


frank answers to these questions. So, brothers and sisters, this is my request - that you think 
about your lodge and how the Association and Foundation can help your Lodge, your Members 
and your Communities. Whether you submit a reply with your personal thoughts, or get 


to 


gether with a few of your members to talk about how the Association and Foundation can 


assist, please share... 


What are the challenges your Lodge is facing? Is it low membership? Financial challenges? 
Are these challenges short term (because of COVID) or something that needs a longer view 
to overcome? 

Is there a need to develop tools to assist Officers to grow as leaders of the Lodge?ls your 
Lodge happy with all the events and projects they do, or are you struggling to find things 
that are suitable for your membership and that meet your community needs? 

What would you like more information about? 

How can the District Deputies and Past Provincial Presidents help “on the ground”? 


These are only a few thougnhts...whatever you would like to share, we need to communicate, so 
please accept this request as assurance that we want to hear what you're thinking, what you 
need and how we can help. 
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Foundation News 


Alberta Elks Foundation 
3937 37 Avenue 

Red Deer, AB 

T4N 2T1 


Dear Alberta Elks Foundation, 


Thank you for your recent donation to purchase a videolaryngoscope, a breathing tube 
for the most vulnerable babies. Video laryngoscopy is widely used in emergency 
circumstances as it reduces failed intubations and airway trauma and increases visibility 
for our doctors. 


The Yukon Hospital Foundation recently added a $1M clinical simulation centre to 
Whitehorse General Hospital, which includes an infant manikin — doctors can now use 
the videolaryngoscope with the simulation manikin to practice their skills for the very 
important critical moments. 


We are very grateful for the numerous pieces of equipment and funding that the Elks of 
Whitehorse and the Elks Foundation have generously donated. 


Sending you warmest wishes and safety during these challenging times. 


-Kindest regards, 


\ / “ a\berta Elks Foundation, 15 Ekota Crescent, Edmonton, AB T6K 2]6 
; Kr en Forward a) Telephone: 780.504.7605 
F 2 E-Mail: albertaelksfoundation@gmail.com 
President ye. 
is ‘ ) 
Yukon Hospital Foundation REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 


September 15, 2020 


Marlo DeVouge 

Administrative Assistant 

ISTAR 

Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine, U of A 
1500 College Plaza, 8215 — 112 Street 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2C8 


ING ELSE BUT 
uC E MYSELF. Dear Marlo, 
T MEMORABLE | 
5 “AS AN ELKS RE: Cheques for Deborah Kulley / Einer Boberg Scholarships 
WAS 
INSTALLED AS Enclosed are the following cheques made out to the recipients: 
Soe § 
DRAN D EXALTED 1) Sadie Streight $2,000.00 Chq #0164 


RULER 2) Spender Day $2,000.00 Chq #0163 
OF CA dA 3) Kristen Mulder $1,500.00 Chq #0165 


herwood Park, AB 
Best Regards, 


Joanne Siemens 
Secretary / Treasurer 


f / http://elksofalberta.ca / elks.secretary@abelks.org 


Foundation News 


Vialta Lodge Vialta Lodge 


Home of Our Seniors 5128-57" Ave 
Box 780, Viking, AB, TOB 4NO 
Phone: 780-336-3353 Fax: 780-336-3591 


August 31, 2020 
Dear Vialta Lodge Gazebo Donator, 


I] am writing on behalf of Beaver Foundation, the Vialta Lodge, Alta-Vi Memorial Society, and the Vialta 
Lodge residents with an update on our gazebo roof project. 


The gazebo project has been completed and it looks amazing! The replacement is a 32 x 46’ hip roof structure 
with 4-sky lights and 35yr shingles to match the lodge roof, facias, eavestrough, and cedar screening to enclose 
the rafters. This project could not have happened at a more needed time than this summer. It has been great to 
give our residents a place that they can sit and visit their families out of the elements during this pandemic. We 
have had activities, birthday gatherings, residents visiting other residents, family visits, and even a fun 
afternoon on their trip to Mexico filled with much laughter, ethnic snacks, and drinks. 


In return for your generosity, upon completion of our project, we were going to have an official reopening of 
the gazebo, which has been cancelled due to the current pandemic. We have posted names of donators in our 
gazebo. We also posted donators in five monthly Vialta Lodge Newsletters and on our Facebook page. 


Financial support towards the project coming in from the following: Alta-Vi Memorial Society, Beaver 
Foundation, Club 93 (Vialta Residents), Viking Lions, Viking Benevolent & Protective Order of Elk, Kinsella 
Rec & Ag, Eileen McIntosh Memorial, Cheryl Safranka Memorial, Joyce Naslund & Family, Della Willerton, 
Chris Smalley, Ralmer Kalberg, Alberta Elks, Bruce Ag Society, Lakeland Senior Games, Kinsella Rose Senior 
Citizens club, Beaver County, Viking Royal Purple Lodge #122, Viking and District Agricultural Society, 
Viking Legion, Evelyn & Colin Lang, Dani & Bill Sheets, Eunice Gulbraa, George & Violet Lancaster, Gwen 
and Violet Lancaster, Viking Pharmacy, Norma & Robert Disney, Marjorie Oracheski and Family, Glen & 
Marion Cottrell, Friends of the Viking Library Society, Ethel McLaren, Cole & Ev McLaren, Viking Legion in 
Lieu of Christmas Cards, Ken & Judy Andreson, Todd & Patricia Quinlan, Marj Hanson and family, Betty 
Brostrom, Wanda & David Lefsrud, Barb Lehman, and Cliff Stretch. 


Our gazebo provides enrichment, enjoyment, and comfort to the lives of the Vialta Lodge residents. 


Thank you for making our Gazebo project happen. 


Sincerely, 
Wd) Leo) 
| 7 , - 


2% THE MOST-REWARD@VG THING 
., ABOUT BEING AN ELR*IS*SEEING 
ey THE FACE-OF A CHIED 
WHO JUST RECEIVED SOMETHING 
FROM THE ELKS WHICH THAT 
CHILD NEEDED 


-Diane Wilson Breton, AB 


Tabs for Tots 


The Alberta Elks 
Foundation 

has designed Tabs for 
Tots collection boxes. 
They are almost ready 
to make their way to 
your Lodge. Lodges 
are encouraged to 
place boxes in your 
town or city as 
collection places for 
tabs. This is a great 
way to get your 
community involved in 
helping us, help others. 
We thank you in 
advance for your 
support! 


TABS FoR Tors 
af ea 
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FOUNDATION RAFFLE REPORT 


Alberta Elks Foundation 51st Annual Raffle Report 


Since our 2020 Alberta Elks Conference was cancelled due to Covid-19 | 
felt that it was important to write this report and have it distributed to the 
members of the Alberta Elks Association so that you are informed as to 
how the Foundation Raffle went last year and what is taking place this 
year. 


Since the Alberta Elks Foundation Raffle is the main fundraiser for the 
Foundation and is the primary source of income other than donations 
from our Lodges. The raffle funds not only assist the Foundation with its 
Support of ISTAR but also supplies a larger pool of funds for our Lodges 
to access to further benefit their communities. This brings more 
awareness of our local Lodges and by selling the raffle tickets, it gives all 
of us the opportunity to explain to people what Elkdom is and how the 
Elks Lodges enhance their communities. 


This was my second ee as chairperson of the Raffle, and getting the tickets delivered to the Lodges by the 
first week of September gave all lodges a chance to get a jump Start on sales before the Christmas rush. | 
would like to thank those lodges who took advantage of this and were sold out by the first Early Bird Draw. 
i Lee lodges sold through by the 1st draw and some had come back for more and sold these as well, a 
job well done. 


Then the door closed. Two eee after our first draw we were all impacted by Covid-19. AGLC allowed us an 
extension date on our second early bird draw to May to perhaps give our lodges some time to sell more 
tickets. Some lodges did manage to sell more but most of our normal chances to sell were shut down. 


All was not lost, and in the end our lodges sold 5375 books of tickets for a total income of $107,500.00. This 
resulted in total commissions of $32,250.00. Of this $24,601.35 was returned to lodges to continue their 
work in our communities. $2,543.55 was directed to ISTAR and $5105.10 was forwarded to the Foundation. 
Once expenses were paid this left the Foundation with a net income of $19,885.47. These sales represent an 
82% sell through. Not as good as last year (97%), but much better than it could have been. 


Due to Covid-19 and the inability of our lodges to sell as many books as they may have, the certificate for the 
most sales will not be presented this ya but | do want to thank the following lodges for their great efforts. 
Strathmore Elks, 345, books, Westlock Elks, 316 books, St. Paul Elks, 250 books, Camrose Elks, 225 books, 
Stavely Elks, 200 books, and Trenville RPE, 200 books. Thank you to all the Elks and Royal Purple Elks lodges 
for your great support. 


Special thanks to the members of Didsbury Elks Lodge #514 for Hale Rau all the draws which took place 
in Didsbury. We did manage to have a steak supper for our final draw, but it was a small group in keeping 
with the Covid-19 restrictions. 


And now on to Raffle #52. Our license for 2020-2021 has been approved and as of Monday all the tickets 
have been shipped to your lodges. | realize that for now ticket sales are going to be slow and many of our 
regular events are not possible, but please do not return your tickets. Try to sell where you can, and | hope 
that things will loosen up in the new year and we can get to selling. We are all in the same situation so any 


tickets returned at this time ea nee sit. Try to sell one on one through your lodge members and their pods 
and eventually we should be able to sell in stores, malls, and markets as things progress. 


In closing we will all hope for a better 2020-21 year for Raffle #52. Please feel free to contact me at any time 
if you have questions or concerns. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Margo E. Ward 
Foundation Raffle Chairperson 
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Donations to Earl Jeninga of 
Food Grains Bank Acme Elks 
$1000. And Prairie Rose 
Rebekah Lodge $1000. 
Presented by Doug Barnard 


Exalted Ruler Bro. Clayton Gillespie; Lynn Hayes, 
$500 for a virtual walk for ALS; Blaine Hoffarth of 
the Odd Fellows, $5000 toward an electronic 
advertising sign they are spear-heading for the 
Town of Stavely; Robert Rogers, $500 for Fall 
Achievement Awards for the Willow Creek 
Composite High School. 


The Sherwood Park Elks have been busy assisting 
the Northern Star Mothers Milk Bank by picking 
up mother’s milk from the donors and delivering it 
to the Grey Nuns Hospital. Brothers Gordon 
McLeod, Neil Turnell, Jim McLeod and Leonard 
Shain have picked up over 1000 litres of mother’s 
milk and driven over 5800 KM since March, when 
the Covid 19 Pandemic started. Sherwood Park 
Elks have picked up milk donated from Sherwood 
Park, Fort Saskatchewan, Spruce Grove, Leduc, 
Beaumont and the city of Edmonton. With the 
assistance and support from Telus, donations 
have been picked up from Redwater, Onoway, 
Pickardville, Camrose, Ma-Me-O Beach, 
Wetaskiwin and Carvel. 


The donated milk is shipped to Calgary, where it is 
pasteurized and tested to ensure it is safe, then 
packed and shipped across western Canada to 
assist babies in need. 


Donating my extra supply to help those in need 
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2020 Christmas Ornament 


Your Provincial 
Communications team Is 
proud to present our 2020 
Alberta Elks Ornament. 
This 3" ornament features 
the Alberta Elks 


ofthe Abenta Eke Hscoaton 


Since its launch date 
Tabs far, Tots 
elu 0.771.00 ta 


Foundations Tabs for Tots 
program. Ornaments are vedi 
available to order on our 
website or by contacting 

the Provincial Secretary. 
Ornaments are $20.0 


each with $10.00 from 
each ornament goin 


directly to the Tabs for 


Tots Program. 


— 


agen 


SBincher Creek Elks helping young aay get new prosthetic 


By Jenaya Launstein 
Community Reporter 

Railey VandenHoek is a typical 
nine-year-old girl who enjoys 
horseback riding, ice skating, 
volleyball and eating pie — but 
let's be honest, who doesn't love 
pie? Having her foot amputated, 
something that would be a setback 
for many, doesn't seem to have 
hindered her. In fact, her mom says 
she's even more active nowadays! 

Railey was born with a rare 
medical condition called fibular 
hemimelin, which doesn't allow the 
fibula to grow properly. Because of 
this, her right foot didn't grow with 
the rest of her body, Specialists 
decided that if her foot was removed 
above the ankle, the rest of her body 
would develop normally and she 
wouldn't require constant surgeries 
to lengthen her leg. 

In May of last year, Railey’s foot 
Was amputated and she received 
her first prosthetic leg in October. 
Since then, she’s been through five 
prosthetics and her family is saving 
for a new one. 

She must replace her prosthetic 
whenever she grows and, with a 


minimum $14,000 price tag attached, 


it’s not easy to manage the task. 
Last fall, her family and friends 
baked 1,700 pies and sold them for 
$10 each in an effort to raise funds 
for one of her prosthetics. A huge 
grin forms across Railey’s face just 


Photo by Jenaya Launstein 


From left, Pincher Creek Elks members Charlie Price, Les Ostby, Rick Clark, Ken 
Neumann and Bruce Baker present Ralley VandenHoek with a $2,500 cheque to go 


toward a new prosthetic. 


thinking about the scrumptious 
desserts. 

Though she lives in Cardston, 
the fundraiser was based in 
Pincher Creek because of family 
connections to the area. Heritage 
Acres Farm Museum and the 
Pincher Creek Elks jumped on 
board to help as well. Headlines 
Unisex Hair Design in Crowsnest 


Pass also stepped in to offer 
assistance with an opportunity for 
customers to help Railey. 

The surrounding communities 
coming together to help a deserving 
young girl is a true testament to the 
spirit of southern Alberta. 

Fast-forward nine months, to 
July 20, and we see Railey shyly 
accepting a cheque from the Pincher 


Creek Elks as part of the Elks & 
Royal Purple Fund for Children. 
The $2,500 donation will go straight 
towards a new prosthetic, 

“There's a leg for everything,” 
remarks Stephanie VandenHoek, 
Railey’s mother, adding Railey 
has one for skiing and skating in 
addition to her everyday one, and 
has hopes for a swimming leg as 
well. 

Considering her amputation was 
only a year ago, Stephanie says her 
daughter is doing remarkably well. 
The procedure saw doctors remove 
Railey’s foot just above her ankle 
and pull the heel bone and heel pad 
forward so that it was on the bottom 
of the stump. 

Because the bone can still grow, 
it's possible to break through tissue, 
so saving the heel pad was very 
important. Since the heel is so much 
tougher, it’s not as likely that the 
bone will push through. 

Railey has big aspirations. Two 
of her goals are to play hockey 
and to make the sitting volleyball 
paralympic team. 

“One of her friends is an 
amputee, too, and she plays on the 
Olympic team,” says Stephanie. 

Railey figures if she practises 
hard for the next five years or so, 
she can make the team during her 
friend's last year. 

“She's got it all set,” her mother 
says with a chuckle. 
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“The clock of their day has stopped... 
across its face the motionless shadows mark the Hour of Eleven.” 


, 
AIX 
Ps | 


Tae, 


It is with extreme sadness that we must inform you of the passing of 


Brother John Weaver 
Lloydminster Elks Lodge #171 
August 6, 2020 


PER Brother Harry Marshall 
Westlock Elks Lodge #330 
August 29, 2020 


PHRL Sister Elaine Guske 
Dawson Creek Elks Lodge #289 
August 30, 2020 


Brother George Dean Mueller 
Warner Elks Lodge #222 
September 11, 2020 


Past District Deputy Jack Christie 
Trochu Elks Lodge #168 
September 20, 2020 


For their years of service and dedication to the Elks organization, they will always be 
remembered. Rest in peace Brothers and Sister 


+r / http://elksofalberta.ca / elks.secretary@abelks.org 


